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During the previous visit he was derisive, but now
diffferent" devout and worshipful. He would have his
bath in the Tungabhadra and going around the Brindavan
of Sri Raghavendra in pradakshana,he would be singing
marvellous kirtanas and twanging the string of the lute in
his hand, in great veneratibn. Before long, Athni was put
out of his mind and he continued his stay at Mantralaya
for months together.

In course of time, he composed numerous
devdtional hymns and bhaktas hearing him render such
songs with bhava (to the accompaniment of the
Tambura sruti),were always left spell-bound.

The tongue that had earlier decried and ridiculed
Divine worship in stage enactments, started chanting
the holy name of Sri Raghavendra and singing his praise
that there was nothing to match his greatness.

After 12 years of such devotional service by the
bhakta, Sri Raghavendra ordained him, 'Oh bhakta! You
have remained very long at this place. You should leave
for Athni now.'

'Oh Lord, how can I go there leaving you? You may
order me to do anything else and that will be carried out
by me without demur. But, please don't ask me to leave
you, Swami......'

1 am asking you to do this, for a specific reason.
You have been very devout to me, wholly depending
upon me, but will you not listen to my advice?'

'Yes, I shall abide by your advice Swami. I shall
start from here tomorrow itself, but please let me know
the reason for your sending me there.'